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The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthome:

We are very concerned about draft Endangered Species Act (ESA) regulations that -
recently were made public through an apparent internal leak at the U.S. Department of
the Interior. We understand that this document is not a final, approved plan that is ready
for public consumption. However, it raises concerns that the Department of Interior may
attempt to make significant changes to the statute without congressional involvement:

Our copcern about the attempt to rewrite the ESA through regulation is magnified by the
recent 1G report documenting a Department of Interior employee who seemingly took it
upon herself to rewrite scientific data and findings regarding the listing of threatened
species, among other questionable activities.

To be clear, we object to any attempt to rewrite the Endangered Species Act that does not
involve the United States Congress. Broad changes to a law that is such a cornerstone of
conservation in America deserve and require the full deliberation of Congress, not its
exclusion from the process.

As you know, Congress considered controversial statutory changes to the ESA a few
years ago. From our review of this draft document, it appears that several of these
proposed changes, which were not passed into law by Congress, are now are being

- considered for regulatory changes by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
Nearly every aspect of the law would be affected by this proposal, including endangered
species recovery, consultation, listing, critical habitat, and cooperation with the states.

The proposal, if it were to become final, would remove protections for endangered
species habitat, limit the listing of new endangered species, and allow logging,
development, and other industrial practices to continue even if those activities threaten an
endangered species.

The Endangered Species Act is a landmark conservation law that has provided a critical
safety net for species on the brink of extinction. Polling has shown again and again that
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the American people broédly support a strong Endangered Species Act that protects
critically imperiled species like the Bald Eagle and the Grizzly Bear.

We strongly suggest that you reconslder any attempts that may be ongoing to rewrite the
Endangered Species Act through regulation, without the participation of the
congressional committees with jurisdiction over the ESA. As always, we look forward to
continuing to work with you to increase funding and improve implementation of the
Endangered Species Act, and we await your timely response to our present concerns.

Sincerely,
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